MAGNOLIA LUTHERAN CHURCH

MARCH 19, 2023

SO THAT THOSE WHO DO NOT SEE MAY SEE

39

— John 9
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP

Lent 4 March 19. 2023

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP

PRELUDE Amazing Grace Robert Hobby

GATHERING HYMN O Christ, Your Heart Compassionate #722 ELW
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1 O  Christ, your heart,com - pas - sion-ate, bore ev - ’ry hu-man pain.
2 As once you wel-comed those cast down and healed the sick, the blind,
3 O Christ,cre - ate new hearts in  us that beat in time with yours,
4 O Love that made the  dis - tant stars, yet marks the spar-row’s fall,
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Its beat - ing was the pulse of God; its breadth, God’s vast do - main.
so may all bruised and bro-ken lives through us your help still find.
that, joined by faith with your great heart, be - come love’s o - pen doors.

whose arms stretched wideup - on  a cross em - brace and bear us all:
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The heart of God, the heart of Christ com-bined in per-fect rhyme
Lord, join our hearts with those who weep that none may weep a - lone,
We are your bod -y, rs - en Christ; our hearts, our hands we yield
come, make your church a ser - vant church that walks your ser-vant ways,
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to write God’s love in hu-man deeds, e - ter - ni-ty in time.
and help wus bear an - oth-er's pain as though it were our own.
that throughour life and min - is - try your love may be re - vealed.
whose deeds of loverise up to you, a sac - ri-fice of praise!

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Lord, have mer - cy. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Christ, have mer - cy. Christ, have mer - cy.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and
death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’s WORD

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

'The LoRD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from
being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Beth-
lehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” *Samuel said, “How can I
go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lorp said, “Take a heifer with you, and
say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lorp.’ ‘Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show
you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” *Samuel
did what the LorD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to
meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” “He said, “Peaceably; I have
come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And
he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

*When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is now
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before the Lorp.” "But the Lorp said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the
height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the LorRD does not see as mortals see;
they look on the outward appearance, but the LorD looks on the heart.” *Then Jesse called
Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LorD chosen this
one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lorb chosen this
one.” "Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LorD
has not chosen any of these.” ''Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said,
“There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse,
“Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” '“He sent and brought him
in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lorp said, “Rise and
anoint him; for this is the one.” "Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the
presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LorRD came mightily upon David from that day
forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

Holy Words. Holy Wisdom. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14

®Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—"for the
fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 'Try to find out what is pleasing
to the Lord. ''Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. '“For
it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; "*but everything exposed by the
light becomes visible, *for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake!

Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

Holy Words. Holy Wisdom. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Re -turn to the Lord, your God, for he is  gra - cious and mer-ci - ful,
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slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in  stead-fast love.
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GOSPEL.: John 49:1-41

Before the reading: Glory to you, O Lord!

'As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”’ “Jesus answered,
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be
revealed in him. 'We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is
coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
"When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread
the mud on the man’s eyes, 'saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam™ (which
means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. “The neighbors and
those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to
sit and beg?” “Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone
like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” ''But they kept asking him, “Then how were
your eyes opened?” ''He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my
eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my
sight.” “They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”

“They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. "Now it was a
sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. '*Then the Pharisees also be-
gan to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes.
Then I washed, and now I see.” '°Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God,
for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner per-
form such signs?” And they were divided. ''So they said again to the blind man, “What do
you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

""The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they
called the parents of the man who had received his sight ''and asked them, “Is this your
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” "’His parents answered,
“We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; *'but we do not know how it is
that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will
speak for himself.” **His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the
Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put
out of the synagogue. ~ Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

*'So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him,
“Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” ~ 'He answered, “I do not know
whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” ““They
said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” “"He answered them, “I
have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do
you also want to become his disciples?” **Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his dis-
ciple, but we are disciples of Moses. *’We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for
this man, we do not know where he comes from.” **The man answered, “Here is an aston-
ishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. *'We
know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and
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obeys his will. “"Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes
of a person born blind. **If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” **They
answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?”” And they
drove him out.

#Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you
believe in the Son of Man?” “°He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may
believe in him.” *"Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is
he.” **He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. Tesus said, “I came into this
world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may
become blind.” *’Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are
not blind, are we?” *'Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But
now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”

After the reading: Praise to you, O Christ!

WE RESPOND TO GOD’sS WORD

SERMON
HYMN Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery #334 ELW
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rise with ev - ’ry morn. _
bod -y of our Lord. Last verse printed on next page
riv - er, you the sea.
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Last verse:

Give us eyes to see you clearly;
Make us children of your light.
Give us hearts to live more nearly
As your gospel shining bright.

PRAYERS OF THE

PEOPLE

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERING
Offering Music—Anthem Lamb of God Kenneth Kosche
Offertory Hymn Create in Me a Clean Heart #188 ELW
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and up - hold me with your free Spir - it.
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CELEBRATING HOLY COMMUNION

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
...as we p{oclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died, Christ is risen. Christ will
come again.

Preface: 1t is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise ... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Words of Institution (In the night he was betrayed. . 2
Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The Distribution

Ve trust in Christ’s love and that Christ is present in this meal. Al are invited to the Table. Come as you
wish. The ushers will guide you by row.

® ['he pastor distributes the bread. Others will distribute wine and grape jutce. At Magnolia Lutheran
Church, we receive communion by intinction, which is the practice of dipping the bread into the chalice.

o Children are welcome at the Table. We invite parents to decide the best time Sor their children to receive
communion. The pastor is available for a home visits and conversation about communion. Children who do
not vecetve the bread and wine are invited 1o receive a blessing,

Distribution Lamb of God
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Je - sus, Lamb of God, have mer - cy on us.
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grant us peace, grant us peace.
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COMMUNION HYMN Amazing Grace #779 ELW
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1 A - maz - ing grace!l— how  sweet the sound—  that
2 "Twas  grace that taught  my heart to fear, and
3 Throughman - vy dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4 The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his
5 When we've been there ten thou - sand  years, bright
0] — .
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saved a wretch  like me! I once was  lost, but
grace my  fears re - lieved; how pre - cious did that
have al - read - vy come; tis grace  has brought me
word my  hope se¢ - cures; he will my  shield and
shin - ing as the sun, we’'ve  no less days to
0] ——
A l ‘ i
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now am found; was blind, but now | see.
grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long as life en - dures.
sing God’s praise than when we’d first be - gun.
SENDING BLESSING
SENDING HYMN I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light #815 ELW
2 — - |
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1 I want to walk as a child of the light I want to
2 I want to see... the bright-ness of God. [  want to
3 I'm look-ing for... the com-ing of Christ. [  want to
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fol - low Je - sus. God set the stars to give
look  at Je E sus. Clear Sun of  righ-teous-ness,
be with Je - sus. When we have run. ... with
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light to the world. The star of my life is Je - sus.
shine on my path, and show me the way to the Fa - ther.
pa-tience the race, we shall know the joy of Je - sus.
Refrain
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In him there is no  dark-ness at all. The night and the
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cit -y of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Je - sus.
DISMISSAL Go in Peace! Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE Christ, the Life of All the Living Jacobus Kloppers
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Servants Schedule

for U_}_)coming Dates

Assisting Minister

March 26 — Kimberly Milham
April 2 — Valinda Morse
Lector

March 26 — Jeanne Moussette
April 2 — Valinda Morse
Altar Preparation

March 26 — Monica Scheiber
April 2 — Amy Sigmar

Counters

March 26 — TBD

April 2 — Ralph Hendrickson

Coffee Hour Hosts

March 26 — Georgia Backman & 8:15 crew
April 2 — Ronnie Beckerleg

Ushers

March 26 — Amy & Thor Sigmar
April 2 — Amy & Thor Sigmar

SPRING CLEANUP

SATURDAY, APRIL 1ST AT 9AM

Spring is just around the corner!! A perfect time to
work outside! Come join the property committee in

helping to beautify the outside grounds of Magnolia
Lutheran Church. Just bring any gardening equipment
you may find useful such as rakes, spades, etc. And
don’t forget your gloves!! Please meet at MLLC at 9am.

LOOK!

| Once again this year we are asking for

| hygiene kits for both West Side Baby and |

| Compass Housing Alliance. As you are |
able, please bring the following items (listed |

| below) and place them in the bins in the |

' Narthex. These items are so minor, but they |

are needed and appreciated by those who

| . . .
H struggle for the basic hygiene necessities. |

This Week at MLC
Sunday, March 26, Puppet Show

8:15am Worship Service

9am Atrium

10am Worship Service
Tuesday, March 28

9am NO Bible Study, Zoom

7pm Magnolia Big Band
Wednesday, March 29

5:15pm Bell Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, March 30

Ilam NO Bible Study, In Person

7-9pm AA, Fireside Room
Friday, March 31

4pm-6:45pm Tai Chi, Luther Hall

&pm AA Speakers Meeting, L/H
Sunday, April 2

8:15am Worship Service

9:00am Atrium

10am Worship Service

12:30pm-4pm  Tai Chi, Luther Hall

[

ITEMS NEEDED FOR THE KITS: |
{ Compass Housing Alliance ‘
| Toothbrushes & Toothpaste |
| Deodorant |_
| Shampoo & Conditioner (unscented if pos-
sible) |

Socks (calf-height or thick wool) '\
| Men's Underwear (sizes XL - 4X) -|

' WestSide Baby }\
| Infant tooth brushes & Toothpaste ‘.
| Baby Shampoo

Baby wipes
| Diapers and/or Pull Ups (all sizes)

' Thank you in advance for your generosity!
| The Social Action Committee

]

" WestSide Baby
| basicsfor childre in need.

127

FORTY DAYS OF GIVING J




BELL CHOIR IS REHEARSING AGAIN!

INFO ON CHOIR AND
SINGING WITH ANN

glhr?qir practice meets every other Wednesday at LOO,;? Please Remembeyr
R In Prayer

Bell Choir has begun meeting and will continue
to meet every Wednesday at 5:15pm.
Donna Hegstrom

Dave Larson

Family of Don Goertzen
Family of Bob MclIntosh
Pauline McIntosh

Gail Hendrickson

QUILTING AND HAND WORK GROUPS | !1eidi Carpine | |
HAVE UNITED! Maxwell Penn and family (relative of the

If you like to make music but can’t sing—give the bell
choir a try! They play 4 or 5 times a year, practices hap-
pen a few weeks leading up to a performance.

Interested? Please contact MLC’s music director, Ann
Simonson, at ajsimo@comcast.net.

Ramseys)
The invitation for quilting and hand work is open! So Rick Dagg (friend of the Nagys)
come when you can and leave when you must. The de- Family of Dennis Branstetter (friend of the
cision was made to continue on the second Thursday of Nagys)
%’ the month from 10am—2pm. Don’t forget to bring a Long Pham (friend of the Nagys)
S lunch! Coffee will be Prov1ded. ' Family of Susan Engquist (sister of
No need to RSVP—just show up! Jennifer Kroeger, aunt to Katherine and
\’ Discussions are under way to determine when the asey Kroeg’er) )
next meeting might occur. Sandy Bennis
Matt Becker (friend of Lance Grimsby
Questions? Contact the office at 206-284-0155. Russ Long
ATRIUM HAS BEGUN! If we have inadvertently removed

someone whom you wish to remain on
the list or if you wish to add someone
new, please contact the church office..

The Atrium is Magnolia's Montessori-based faith for-
mation program for children, located upstairs in the big
education room. We welcome children starting at age 3.

Sessions for all children have started with a flexible
start time beginning at 8:30am.

For more information or to register, please contact Mar- Last Week’s Attendance
cia Bates at 206-604-7888.

8:15am — 18
10am — 54
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EASTER DECORATIONS

Members and friends of Magnolia Lutheran
Church are invited to give donations to support
decorating the sanctuary during our Easter sea-
son. The suggested donation is $12, and may be
given in memory of or in honor of loved ones,
or to the honor and glory of God. These memo-
rials will be printed in our Easter Sunday bulle-
tin if received by Sunday, April 2nd.

You will find an insert in your bulletin begin-
ning this Sunday. Please complete the form and
return it with your check to the church office, or
place it in the offering plate Please make the
check payable to Magnolia Lutheran Church.

WHAT’S HAPPENING...

Pm;fzeme Dinner,

The Progressive Dinner is scheduled for June
24th this year. We’ve received enough surveys
back to determine that the dinner will go on!!

You should have received a survey in your in-
box asking a few questions about the dinner. If
you haven’t already, please take a few minutes
to fill it out so we know exactly what every-
one’s plans are and who will and will not be
attending.

Sign up sheets will be available in the Narthex
in April but we would still like your surveys!

THE LENTEN THEME THIS YEAR IS:
LESSONS FROM THE WILDERNESS

As the pandemic is slowly lifting, it is good to con-
sider what we have learned and what good things

we should hold onto.

Join Pastor Kevin via Zoom for the last two
Wednesday meetings on March 22nd and March
29th at 6pm for discussions on what you may have
learned. You will receive a reminder with a link to
the zoom meeting one hour before each meeting.

MLC Is STILL LOOKING FOR A
FEwW GOOD PEOPLE!

READERS: Palm Sunday, April 2. We are look-
ing for readers to lead us for the dramatic reading
of Christ's final hours. Eight parts. Some parts are
larger than others. Readers of all ages are wel-
come. Contact the church office.

PHOTOGRAPHER. Easter Morning. Before
and after the 10am worship service, Consider it a
keepsake photograph from 2023. You pick the lo-
cation (on our campus, inside or outside). You
choose or create the backdrop. Contact the church
office.

PHOTOGRAPHER'S ASSISTANT. Easter
Morning. Before and after the 10am worship. As-
sist in set up and tear down. Record name and con-
tact information of the person/group for follow

up. Contact the church office.

KITCHEN ORGANIZER. Task completed by
Thanksgiving 2023. Organize both the "big" and
the "small" kitchen in the basement. Label drawers
and cabinets. Declutter. Willing to have a person
organize only one kitchen if the task is too

big. Contact the church office.
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MAGNOLIA
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Share your God-given gifts by giving generously
Options for sharing God’s gifts:
e Sunday offering
® Estate planning, stock/bond gifts

e Online banking through your financial institution

Payee — Magnolia Lutheran Church
2414 31% Ave W, Seattle, WA 98199
Telephone — 206-284-0155

e Computer or smartphone

online giving:
=Credit, Debit, Checking account
= One-time or recurring gifts

Set up online giving on our website
www.MagnoliaLutheranChurch.com/give

MILC Has WiFi!

For those of you who may not know, MLC has
wifi available for all who wish to use it! Select
“MLC Guest” on your device,
the password is:

TumbleRibs398

Financial Update
As of February 28, 2023

*Income — $ 57,529
Expenses—$ 60,807

*Includes some prepaid pledges

Fo1s

A

| e—————————e

Congregation Council
2021-2022

Council Officers:

President -- Robert Bergeron
Vice President -- Victoria Watson
Secretary -- Serena Severance
Treasurer -- Dwight Dively
Financial Secretary -- Alice Pease

Council members:
The year listed is when the
member’s term ends, in June.

Audit Committee
Victoria Watson (2024)
Columbarium Committee
Robert Bergeron (2025)
Fellowship Committee
Kimberly Milham (2023)
Finance Committee
Serena Severance (2023)
Shane Ruegamer (2024)
Nominating Committee
Serena Severance (2023)
Outreach Committee
Olivia Massimiano (2023)
Personnel Committee
Kay Thoreson (2024)
Property Committee
Johnny Searle (2025)
Social Action Committee
Shane Ruegamer (2024)
Lyle Morse (2025)
Stewardship Committee
All Council
Women of the ELCA
Kimberly Milham (2023)
Serena Severance (2023)
Worship & Music Committee
Kay Thoreson (2024)
Faith Formation
Olivia Massimiano (2023)




MAGNOLIA
LUTHERAN CHURCH

2414 31ST AVENUE WEST

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98199
206-284-0155
ParishAdmin@MagnoliaL.utheranChurch.com
www.MagnolialL.utheranChurch.com

OUR CORE VALUES
o All are welcome here.
« Everybody does something,.
« There is no minimum, or maximum,
age for ministry.
« This is a safe place for all God’s
children.

o We are good stewards of God’s
creation.

Altar flowers: There will be no flowers during Lent.

SERVANTS TODAY

Assisting Minister — Serena Severance
Lector — Serena Severance
Ushers — Rob Rowan & Noah Wittner
Altar Guild — Serena Severance & Tom Mclntosh
Counters — John Valiton
Audio— Johnny Searle
Live Stream—Aaron Stevens

Coffee Hour Host(s) — Jeanne Moussette & Susan Swenson

Pastor — Kevin Bates
Director of Music Ministry — Ann Simonson
Parish Administrator — Nancy Searle
Caretaker — Mara Meloy
Ministers — All the Baptized Children of God
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Affirmation
of Welcome

Magnolia Lutheran
Church is a place where eve-
ryone can find a welcoming,
caring, friendly home. Here
is a sanctuary filled with the
love and grace of our Lord
and modeled by our Savior,
Jesus Christ.

We believe God’s love is
for everyone and so commit
to provide inclusive ac-
ceptance, spiritual nourish-
ment, inspiring kindness and
a gracious and loving faith
community.

We believe all of God's
creations are holy and wel-
come to receive the sacra-
ments, and to share in fel-
lowship and service here. All
people of every ability, race,
family or marital status, sex-
ual orientation, gender iden-
tity, economic condition and
background belong here,
Reconciling In Christ, as
children of God.

All are beautiful as they are.

All are part of God’s
masterpiece.

All are loved as they are.

All are welcome here.




